
Webinar #2

Selecting your seeds 
&

Determining a planting strategy for 
your 2024 Garden
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It’s all about the SOIL!

Types of Soil

Garden Soil is an amendment that is mixed with native 
existing soil. It is made up of natural topsoil and other 
organic material.

           Existing Soil Varieties
• Sandy 
• Silty- Slippery when wet- not grainy or rocky
• Peaty- Predominantly Organic Matter
• Chalky-  Chalk or Limestone
• Clay 
• Loamy- Sand, Silt & Clay

Potting Soil is used alone for container gardens. It is a 
special Soilless formula made of peat moss, compost, 
vermiculite or perlite.  
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Amending your Soil

Organic Matter 
The decaying organic matter is how plants are fed from nature 
which improves the condition of the soil, better aeration and 
supports living organisms and helps recycle organic wastes. 

Types
•  Compost
•  Aged Animal Manure  - Cow/Sheep/Chicken
•  Green Manure- Cover crops such as Alfalfa, Rye, Barley
•  Chopped Leaves
•  Supplemental Nutrients
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What is PH?
Potential of Hydrogen

Optimal PH for a vegetable Garden
6.2- 6.8

How can I check?
 
Bring Soil Sample to Local Cornell Extension Office

Purchase a simple soil marker or more detailed analysis kit 

PH too High- Soil is Alkaline
  Add Sulfur

PH too Low- Soil is Acidic
 -  Add Lime
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Pike Lane Gardens Soil Tests

PH Test- Garden 3

Soil Analysis – Garden 1
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THE BIG 3 Nutrients

Primary
Nutrients Function Deficiency Symptoms *Solutions

Nitrogen Promotes Vigorous Growth Light green leaves; stunted growth
Dried Blood, Garden
Manure, Cottonseed Meal, Ammonium 
Sulfate, Urea, Fish Emulsion

Phosphorus
Generates Hearty Root development 
&
flowering

Smaller yields of seeds &
fruit; purplish leaves, stems & branches;

Rock Phosphate, Bone
Meal, Single Super
Phosphate, Triple Super
Phosphate

Potassium Overall hardiness of the plant and 
supports  disease resistance

Reduced yields; Spotted or curled 
leaves; Weak root system

Sulfate of Potash, Sulfate
of Potash Magnesia,
Muricate of Potash,
Greensand
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Direct Seed Versus Transplants

 



Organic Seeds - No synthetic substances, or pesticides or growth 
hormones

GMO - Genetically modified- Product that has been altered for the 
purposes of food production. Adds bacterial and virus genes to 
maximize production.  (soy & corn)

Non-GMO - No genetic engineering 

Hybrid Seeds - Hybrid varieties are those produced from crossing the 
two different inbred lines of seeds for the best qualities of each

Heirloom Seeds - Heirloom are seed varieties that are at lease 50-75 
years old and passed on from generation to generation and maintain 
specific qualities
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Types of Seeds
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Reading a Seed Packet
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Brainstorming a Garden Floor Plan
Case Study #2
Raised Bed Garden
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Brainstorming a Garden Floor Plan
Case Study #1

Container Garden
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Creating your planting schedule
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Vegetable Seed Companies

• Territorial  

• FEDCO

• Gurneys   

• Johnny’s  
 

• Rennes Garden 
 

  

  
 

• Totally Tomato  

• Indiana Berry

• High Mowing  

• Maine Potato Lady  

• Steele Plant Company 
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Contact:
Adam Weiss
info@pikelanegardens.com

www.pikelanegardens.com
Instagram @pike_lane_gardens_

845.750.8020


